
CARIBOU, SEPT. 6 ,  1893, 

XO m i l l s  on the  Arostook a t  Caribou. A l l  

( ) located on Caribou stream, i n  the v i l l a g e ,  namely, 

two. One E, P, Grimes, one S.  W. Collins & Son. 

E. P .  G r i m e s ,  lowest, water shingle m i l l ,  

with two machines(Mr. Grimes only has an  i n t e r e s t  

i n  it). 

chingles.  A l l  the  refuse goes i n to  stream. 

Cuts annually from 1,500,000 t o  2,000,000 

S.  W. Col l ins  & Sons, upper, 1 ro t a ry ,  

1 l a th ,  1 clapboad sawer and p laner .  Two shingle 

machines . Cuts annua l ly  about 

$,OOO,OOO f t .  lone lumber, 

&OW,OOO sh ingles .  
~ , o o ~ , o o o  l a ths ,  

- 
Water m i l l ,  all waste goes i n to  stream. 

There is only one o t h e r  m i l l  On this 

Stream, about one mile above the  v i l l a g e .  Cuts 

shingles. E. P ,  Grimes has an i n t e r e s t  i n  it. Cuts 

yearly about 1,500,000 t o  2,000,000 shingles.  Water 

m i l l .  AU waste goes into r i v e r .  
( b -  

There is one m i l l  between Caribou and 

Preaque Isle, on the Arostook. 

There are two m f l l s  on the Arostook be- 

tween Caribou smd Fort F a i r f i e l d  on the south side 

of river('fho8. Taylor CC: Son and Stevens) , and one 



--&- 

on t h e  nor th  s i d e . ( E .  P. G r i m e s )  

Crimes' mill is a t  the  mouth o f  t he  L i t t l e  

e ldadawaska. Water, dam, no fishway. IIas ro t a ry ,  

and s i x  sh ing le  machines, but never uses more than 

f i v e .  Cuts year ly  about: 

1,000,000 f t .  long lumber, 
4 t o  5,000,000 shingles .  

A l l  waste goes i n to  stream. 

A dam was put across  the Aros took  River 

about years  ago by a corpora t ion  which has been 

purchased by Alba  Holmes, of Caribou. I t  now rims 

only the  E l e c t r i c  L i G h t i n g  Machinery f o r  Caribou 

and Ft .  F a i r f i e l d ,  and the  water works for Caribou. 

I t  is located about 3/8 o f  a mile above the  bridge. 

The water f o r  Caribou is taken j u s t  above the dam 

and is f i l t e r e d .  This is the only dam a c r o s s  t h e m i n  

Arostook. I t  con t ro l s  a very important r a t e r  priv- 

i lege,  which could run severa l  f a c t o r i e s ,  and it is 

expected t h a t  i t  w i l l  be leased. It is a broad 

apron dam, reaching e n t i r e l y  across  the  r i v e r .  No 

permanent f i shway  was pl.aced in  i t  u n t i l  t h i s  sum- 

mer, Hi the r to  temporary Ways r e r e  bui l t  every 
o 

spring, and were mostly c a r r i e d  away the next winter .  

They were on t h e  south  end of t h e  dam, a s t r a i g h t  

lttdaer on top o f  the .apron. Zhey were not well 



suited to t he  purpose. 

ery year, however, excepting t h e  l a s t ,  when t h e r e  

Some f i s h  went up them ev- 

t o  be Something, t h e  matter  w i t h  it. me a 
Present  Way has been b u i l t  i n  accordance with plans  

furnished by the S t a t e  Fish Commissioner, and has 

r ecen t ly  been inspected by  Mr. Buck. I t  is s e t  

into the nor th  endof the dam close by the water 

works house, and seems to be  properly planned and 

constructed,  although the  flow o f  water is con- 

t r o l l e d  by two gates above, l i k e  thbse in  the  Prince- 

ton way,  and may be closed a t  any time. It has 

two turns ,  always descending. That is, there  is 

not a l e v e l  landing a t  each turn.  A regular lad- 

d e r ;  p a r t i t i o n s  straight f r o m  the s ides ,  with  open- 

ings a l t e r n a t i n g .  Deep and wide. There was plenty 

of water running through when we saw i t ,  S t a t e  

could fhrnisli plans. 

The dam is 14 f e e t  h i @  from the  l e v e l  

of the rater below t o  c r e s t  of d m  at t h i s  Season* 

In the sp r ing  t h e r e  is ta depth Of  foul' t o  five 

f e e t  of rater going over dam, and the  l e v e l  is IIW- 

er belowS There 188 a thin sheet flowing Over to- 

a y  its entire .length. The rater banks back Or 

5 &le8 from the dam, and the river is here  made 



wider than below. 

edge of t he  apron, p r o b a b l y  near ly  ten f e e t .  

The water is deep a t  the  lower 

0 E. E. Douglas, one o f  t he  workmen a t  the  

waterworks, s a id  t h a t  during the summer o f  1892(Ju- 

l y  and August) salmon were cons tan t ly  jumping j u s t  

below the  dam. They were very abundant, and some 

were seen t o  go up the  temporary ladder .  They 

came up t o  the  mouth o f  the  s l u i e a  below t h e i r  

wheel, and they could p l a i n l y  be seen f rom t h e i r  

wharf . 

Mr. S. L. m i t e ,  d rugg i s t ,  says t h a t  un- 

til this dam was bu i l t  the  people about Caribou had 

not noticed s p e c i a l l y  t h a t  salmon were m i r g  up 

t h e  stream i n  any numbers. Their a t t e n t i o n  was 

first  a t t r a c t e d  t o  t h e i r  jumping a t  the  darn, and 

s ince  then much more a t t e n t i o n  has been paid t o  

them, and the re  has been some spor t  f i sh ing .  Have 

been growing more comon  s ince  then and have been 

most abundant t h i s  year,  

He never heard o f  salmon going up the 6 

Caribou s t r e m ,  but he has been here  only s i x  years. 

Has hatched t r o u t ,  landlocked salmon, and sea salm- 

on eggs, obtaindid from Maine and United S t a t e s ,  



here  i n  Caribou, f o r  p l a n t i n g  in  t h i s  region, la rge  

ly in  the L i t t l e  hfadanaska. They propose bui ld ing  

a hatchery w i t h  growing ponds below Caribou, where 

they can r e a r  f i s h  u n t i l  fall. 
(r 

Madanaska stream and lake  a r e  exce l l en t  

f o r  trout; salmon have a l s o  been seen i n  that  stream. 

He has planted  landlocked salmon i n  t h a t  lake. 

B. L. B r i g g s .  Water CO.'s dam is t h e  only 

One on t h e  Arostook. There a r e  four dams on Cari- 

bou Stream. 

1. The lowest is a t  Grime's sh ingle  m i l l .  

2. Grist m i l l  of H. A. Edwards & Bros. amd 

planing m i l l ,  

3. S. W. Col l in s  & Son's  saw m i l l ,  

4. Robinson Bros. sh ingle  m i l l ,  about 3/4 

m i l e  up stream.(Have spoken o f  t h i s  before as par t -  

ly owned by Grimes). 

Bo dams above t h e  l a s t  on t h e  main Cari- 

bou, but eome on the small s i d e  streams. This used 

t o  be n g r e a t  t r o u t  stream, now has sca rce ly  any 

t r o u t ,  H a s  been damed for 50 years  or more, and 
P 

none of the dams have ever  had fiShWay8. 

On the Msdarasku stream the lower dam is 

about one m i l t ,  up from Ipouth; has a water long lum- 



ber  and sh ingle  m i l l .  Does q u i t e  a business.  All 

waste goes i n t o  the Water. ’aw dam is two 

o r  t h ree  miles  above t h i s .  There was a s a w  mill 

here,  but it was burnt two o r  t h ree  years ago, 

There is a sh ingle  m i l l  on H a l f w a y  Brook i n  Planta- 

t i o n  K. Saws sh ingles  and long  lumber, but not 

(r 

much o f  i ts  ref’use g e t s  i n to  the Madaoraska. 

Mone o f  these dams have fishways. A l l  

o f  t h e  m i l l s  throw t h e i r  waste in to  the stream, 

and a g rea t  dea l  o f  rubbish is t o  be seen below a l l  

t he  m i l l s ,  but t h e  condi t ion o f  the stream is not 

a s  bad a s  that  o f  Caribou. I t  is l a r g e r .  hpClus- 

ky  Brook, which comes in to  the Madawaska above 

Halfway Brook, s i x  o r  seven miles f u r t h e r ,  has a 

small shingle m i l l ,  but i t  was not i n  opera t ion  t h i s  

year.  

Does not know t h a t  t h e  pumice from s t a rch  

f a c t o r i e s  does any harm t o  fishes. I t  is  d i r t y  

looking s tu f f ,  and very f ro thy  on t he  surface o f  

t he  r a t e r .  I t  runs e n t i r e l y  out of  the Caribou in- 

t o  the Arostook. Has seen i t  on the bottom In  the 

l a t t e r  below Caribou stream, seve ra l  f e e t  deep. 
6 

Has heard t h a t  l a r g e r  tr*out are being caught i n  the 

Big Presque Is le  River i n  Maine s ince  many s ta rch  

factories were e s t ab l i shed  there, and it  has been 



considered the re  t o  be due t o  the  pumice. 

In  the  water w o r k s  darn, the  f i r s t  tempo- 

rary fishway was added tr the  second year o f  the  

dam, o r  t h ree  years ago. Salmon have been seen 

above the  l e t t e r  every year s ince .  

Couldn't say where the spawning grounds 

of t he  salmon are .  See the  young, e igh t  o r  nine 

inches long, very commonly i n  the r i v e r .  Have 

been seen in  many p laces  up and down the stream. 

Much poeching is down between the water 

works  dam and Aros took  falls, more e spec ia l ly  i n  

the u p p e r  p a r t  of t h i s  d i s tance .  Hearri t ha t  one 

man took f o r t y  t h i s  season during one night .  

M r .  Oakes, of S. W. Col l ins  & Son,(Bro. 

of Charles Oakes), Most poaching is done between 

Caribou and Ft .  F a i r f i e l d .  There a r e  many lawless  

fellows on t h a t  p a r t  of the  r i v e r ,  who have always 

f i shed ,  and d e c l a r e  they always w i l l ,  as they 

pleased. Have not been very s t r i c t  h i t h e r t o  i n  ell- 

forc ing  the  laws, but now they have taken the mat- 

ter  up and propose t o  t e s t  it. Several  have been 

@ 

indicted and w i l l  be t r ied  th i s  f a l l ( b e f o r e  a jury 

in  Houlton) The people here  are m o s t l y  aga ins t  

the enforcement o f  the f i s h  l a w s ,  and the few who 



have taken the matter  up encounter many d i f f i c u l -  

t i e s ,  but t h e i r  numbers a r e  increasing,  and they 

hope before long t o  educate the  people, t h a t  the  

p r o t e c t i o n  of  t h e  f i s h e s  is being made in t h e i r  own 

i n t e r e s t s .  

icI 

The r i v e r  Aros took  f reezes  over v e r y  

t h i c k l y .  May have two feet of  ice ,  and a g rea t  

deal has t o  go down in  the spr ing.  

The young salmon a r e  very c o m o n  i n  the 

r i v e r  above and below the  dam. 

Mr. Oakes sa id  i t  would e n t e i l  much ex- 

pense upon the mill owners t o  d i s p o s e  properly o f  

t h e i r  re fuse ,  but he thought i t  should be done, 

an6 was c e r t a i n  they must come t o  it sooner o r  la- 

ter. 

E. P o  Grimes, m i l l  owner. Would r e g r e t  

exceedingly i f  he were obliged t o  take care o f  his 

waste. It  would increase g r e a t l y  the c o s t  o f  run- 

ning h i s  m i l l ;  would increase h i s  f i r e  r i s k  a l s o ,  

i n  bui ld ing  furnaces ,  o r  in  working an open f i r e  

dump. 

dumping everything was deplorable ,  and should just- 

ly be stopped. Has some t rouble  from re fuse  above 

coming down t o  h i s  m i l l ,  but it  c o s t s  h i m  much less 

0 
He acknowledged tha t  t h e  present  method o f  



t o  handle it  then t 6  burn. 

A workman on the  logs a t  mill o f  S .  W, 

e Col l ins  & Son, Caribou, t o l d  us t h a t  the pumice from 

t he  s t a r c h  mill above sometimes covered much o f  the 

su r face  of t h e i r  pond, and went down over the dam. 

It  o f  c o u r 8 e  gave them no t rouble ,  and he could 

say nothing about i ts  effect on f i s h e s .  

The Aros took  falls a r e  s o  low t h a t  they 

make no obstruction t o  t h e  ascent  o f  salmon, as m y  

be judged from the  remarks made above. There a re  

good fishin(: p l e c e s  about t he  f a l l s .  

Examined the Caribou stream from its 

mouth t o  the upper p a r t  o f  the town, I t  is i n  a 

very sad condi t ion,  not un l ike  t h a t  a t  Cala i s ,  bu t  

on a smal le r  s ca l e ,  and w i t h  the  added element o f  

sh ing le  waste, and o t h e r  waste than sawdust from 

long lumber, The channel is packed w i t h  sawdust, 

edgings, e tc . ,  and shingle waste. It  has the e le-  

b ments o f  a p r e t t y  stream, rough rocky  channel, 

r a t h e r  steep banks i n  the lower p a r t ,  w i t h  pools, 

e t c , ,  which must have made it an exce l l aen t  trout 

stream, and salmon should a l s o  have gone up. 

There are three impassible dams in the 



town o f  Caribou, with no fishways, but i n  the sp r ing  

they m y not look s o  formidable. Tliere is now very 

l i t t l e  water In the stream. The sawdust, edgings, 

sh ingle  waste, e t c .  was uncovered everywhere, the 

sawdust forming t h i c k  beds and f i l l i n g  in  everything. 

We went up o n l y  a s  f a r  as the l o g  p o o l  a t  

Co l l in s '  dam, where the  shores of' t he  stream are 

low. On the  shores o f  t h i s  p o o l  t he re  is a s t a r c h  

fectory.  Several  o the r s  and a planing m i l l  occur 

below t o  the mouth. A l s o  some o l d  tumble down 

s t r u c t u r e s ,  and t h e  appearance o f  t h e  stream here 

is  not good i n  any respec t .  

b 



c, 

011 THE WAY UP THE ST* JOHN, 117 THE MORNIHG, FROM 

WOODSTOCK, N e  Bm, TO PRESQUE ISLE, 017 

THE AROSTOOK--SIFT. 6 ,  1893. 

Beechwood. 11. B e  Small water m i l l  on a 

l l t t l e  s t ream flowing in to  the S t .  John Rive r (eas t  

s i d e ) .  About 100 yards above mouth of stream. 

Sawing long lumber and sh ingles .  Was throwing all 

its  refuse i n to  the stream. 

About 15 miles below Arostook Junct ion,  

on the  r e s t  s i d e  of the  S t .  John River, is a saw m i l l  

doing considerable  business .  

i t s  products.  There were l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  of  shin- 

gle d r i f t  a t  the  m i l l ,  and all a l o n g  the S t .  John 

below i t  for seve ra l  miles.  This s t u f f  w a s  strand- 

ed from place t o  p lace  fbn the rocky ledges i n  the 

channel, and was very conspicuous from the  c a r  win- 

dons. It  stopped a f t e r  we passed this mill. There 

seemed t o  be a stream flowing in here, and 8 clus-  

ter of  s e v e r a l  bu i ld ings  loca ted  i n  a depression of 

the high bank. 

Shingles  were among 

0 
There is a small m i l l  on t h e  no r th  s i d e  

of the Arostook River just above Arostook Junction 

( I t  was in B e B . ) ,  which wa8 throwing out a l a r g e  

q m t i t y  of shingle waste. 

There was a boom j u s t  below the  boundary 



l i n e ,  aga ins t  which had co l l ec t ed  many sh ingle  b u t t s  

and cores  and o the r  re fuse  o f  the same kind. Shin- 

g l e  waste is very abundant a l l  along the  shores o f  

the Arostook as far up as Caribou, but the r i v e r  
6r 

was comparatively c l ean  above th i s  place as s@ 

from the t r a i n .  

L i t t l e  booms s r e  run out from the  shore . 

a t  f requent  i n t e r v a l s  i n  p laces  t o  catch the s h i n a e  

waste,  which is hauled away b y  the p e o p l e  a l o q  the 

r i v e r ,  as firewood. 

. 



PRESQUE ISLE, AROSTOOK RIVER 

SEPT, 6, 1893. 

Presque I s l e  is i n  the P.  I .  branch of 

9 Arofbtook. 

Amasa Howe, P. Me, has been i n  Presque 

I s l e  32 years. H a s  done much f i s h i n e .  Salmon have 

never Bone up t h i s  branch s ince  h e  has been here 

so f a r  a s  he knows. The dam wa8 here  when he came 

and has been here ever  s ince .  I t  is high and 

ppobable cause of t h e i r  not coming up, as the  r i v e r  

is good i n  t h i s  region. Friends o f  h i s  about t w o  

reeks ago caught 8 number of  salmon a t  t h e  mouth of  

the Millnocket, where i t .  empties i n t o  the  main Aros- 

took. They s a i d  salmon were very abundant there.  

They saw many o f  them. Fry have been planted i n  

t he  Presque Isle Branch. 

?here is a dam just below t h e  bridge i n  

the  v i l lage .  I t  is about 10 f e e t  now from the ra ter  

below the crest. No fishway;has been here over 33 

years(A.Howe), and is a complete b a r r i e r  t o  salmon. 

.?, mere is a m i l l  d i r e c t l y  by t h e  side of  

this dam, and makes use of it. A. R. Oould h Co. 

1 rotary, 1 lath, 1 sh ing le  machine, clapboard ma- 

chine and planer. 

C u t  annually about 



4,000,000 ft. long lumber, 
4,000,000 l a t h s  , 
3,000,000 shingles .  

R u n s  w i t h  water,  except a t  t i m e s  when @ 
water g e t s  t o o  low. Then uses steam. The b o i l e r  

is i n  an ad jo in ing  s.mll bui ld ing ,  and also runs 

e l e c t r i c  l i g h t .  Burn sawdust i n  t he  furnace,which 

is going all t he  year.  A l a rge  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  saw- 

d u s t ,  however, goes through f l o o r  i n to  stream. The 

l a t h  edgings a r e  hauled away f o r  f u e l ,  but some go 

i n t o  stream. All t h e  sh ingle  waste goes in to  stream, 

no pa ins  being taken t o  save i t .  In  winter ,  how- 

ever,  when the  stream is frozen over ,  they haul 

most o f  i t  away. 

There is another small sh ingle  mill owned 

by John Wilson & Son, on the  opposi te  s i d e  o f  the 

r i v e r  from the main p a r t  of t h e  town. It is run by 

steam; conta ins  1 sh ing le  machine, p l ane r  and mold-  

er. They burn t h e i r  re fuse ,  we were t o l d .  We had 

no t i m e  to examine i t ,  but saw no refuse from i t  in  

stream. 

m The dam and br idge in  the  v i l l a g e  a r e  

about 1 mile above the  mouth o f  t h e  Presque I s l e  

Branch. 

. . There is another mill, owned by Stewart 

& u p t i n ,  in Mapleton, on the  north branch of the ' 



Presque I s l e  stream, about s i x  miles ,  b y  road, from 

Presque Isle. It  is a water m i l l ,  wi th  dam and no 

fishway. Contains ro t a ry ,  l a t h  machine and shingle  a 
' machine. Has about l/3 the capaci ty  o f  Gould's 

m i l l .  All of  the waste is run i n t o  t h e  stream. We 

saw some sh ingle  d r i f t  a t  Gould's mill, w h i c h  was 

s a i d  t o  have come from t h i s  mill. 

We were assured tha t  there  were no o ther  

sh ingle  m i l l s  t han  the above on t h e  Presque I s l e  

branch. 

We not iced  comparatively l i t t l e  d r i f t  

in  t h e  Arostook between Caribou and t h e  mouth o f  the 

Presque Isle branch. 


